
WEST VIRGINIA
Total cases .......... 72,342
Recovered ...........48,580
Active .................22,634
Deaths .................  1,128

OHIO*
Total cases ........ 565,329
Deaths .................  7,364

UNITED STATES
Total cases..... 17,840,000
Deaths .............. 317,667

*Numbers from the West Virginia DHHR, Ohio Department of Health. 

COVID-19 by the numbers
COUNTY POSITIVE* RECOVERED ACTIVE DEATHS
OHIO 2,214 1,490 693 31
MARSHALL 1,781 1,368 365 48
HANCOCK 1,546 1,041 485 20
BROOKE 1,169 775 375 19
WETZEL 588 463 109 16
TYLER 282 195 85 2
BELMONT 3,086 1,926 1,101 59
JEFFERSON 2,936 1,633 1,261 42
HARRISON 554 383 161 10
MONROE 607 385 198 24
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FOR MORE THAN
A CENTURY AND A HALF

West Virginia’s oldest newspaper, 
older than the state itself, 

The Intelligencer has stood guard 
for 168 years against predatory 
interests which would violate 

civil rights. The Intelligencer was 
founded on August 24, 1852.

12 DAYS OF 
LOCAL SHOPPING

CIRCUS SAINTS AND 
SINNERS STEP UP
Group donates to annual 
Christmas Giveaway project/5

Lowe’s makes ‘home’ for 
the holidays even better/7

By JENNIFER 
COMPSTON-STROUGH

For the Intelligencer
COLUMBUS, Ohio — Gov. 

Mike DeWine is “more than 
a little bit” worried about the 
future of a proposed ethane 
cracker plant in Belmont Coun-
ty, but he remains optimistic 
that the project eventually will 
be completed.

DeWine sat down with The 
Intelligencer and other news-
papers across the state on Fri-
day afternoon to discuss the 
COVID-19 pandemic, capi-
tal punishment and a variety 
of other issues of interest to           

Buckeye State residents. Asked 
if he was concerned about 
whether the PTT Global Chem-
ical America project will be-
come a reality, he said some 
companies in the natural gas 
and oil industry are “pulling 
back, so that worries us a little 
bit — more than a little bit.”  

But despite the fact that 
PTTGCA has announced it 
will delay its final investment 
decision indefinitely due to 
concerns about the COVID-19 
pandemic, he added that his 
office’s company contact on 
the project has never waiv-
ered regarding PTTGCA’s                

commitment to the plan. 
“They’ve not told us that 

they’re pulling back,” he said. 
“It’s just been the opposite. ...

“This could be, and we think 
it is, a huge game changer in 
Belmont County. But it’s not 
just Belmont County, it’s the 
whole region, because of other 
businesses that will spring up 
once they’re moving forward. 
It’s big. It’s a big deal.”

DeWine said he and other 
state leaders are doing all they 
can to encourage PTTGCA to 
locate in Eastern Ohio. 

By ALAN OLSON
Staff Writer

WHEELING — The first 
few days of Youth Services 
Systems’ Winter Freeze Shel-
ter were somewhat slow. Yet 
with last Wednesday’s sudden 
snowfall and subfreezing tem-
peratures forecast for the end 
of this week, that may change 
quickly.

The shelter opened its doors 
to the public earlier this week, 
seeing a slow first night. Com-
munications Manager Betsy 
Bethel-McFarland suspects the 
slow start was due to a lack of 
public awareness, but antici-
pates that the change in weath-
er will see more people come to 
the facility in short order. 

Forecasts have low tempera-
tures in Wheeling in the 20s 
starting Christmas Eve and into 
the new year.

The Winter Freeze Shelter, 
currently in its 12th year of 
operation, was allowed by the 

city of Wheeling to set up in the 
Hillcrest Behavioral Services 
building at the former Ohio 
Valley Medical Center. This 
greatly expanded their avail-
able space, Bethel-McFarland 
said, and social distancing has 
not been a challenge. This year, 
the shelter hosts about 20 beds.

“We’re really blessed to have 
a larger space,” she said. “We 
wouldn’t have been able to do 
this without the space that the 
city granted us. It’s great that 
people have their own bed-
rooms and showers, and we 
have plenty of space to spread 
out for meals. 

“... Even if there were two 
people to a room, the rooms are 
big enough that the beds are far 
enough apart, the ceilings are 
high and there’s good ventila-
tion. As far as the common area 
goes, there’s plenty of room to 
spread out.”

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Top Capitol Hill negotiators 
sealed a deal Sunday on an 
almost $1 trillion COVID-19 
economic relief package, final-
ly delivering long-overdue help 
to businesses and individuals 
and providing money to deliver 
vaccines to a nation eager for 
them.

The agreement, announced 
by Senate leaders, would estab-
lish a temporary $300 per week 
supplemental jobless bene-
fits and $600 direct stimulus 
payments to most Americans, 
along with a new round of sub-
sidies for hard-hit businesses 
and money for schools, health 
care providers and renters fac-
ing eviction.

Ohio Governor DeWine Worried But Optimistic About Cracker Plant

Photo Provided
Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine talks with the Times Leader and other 
media across the state during an online session Friday.

YSS Winter Freeze Shelter 
Opens Doors at New Location

(Please see WINTER, Page 3)

(Please see PLANT, Page 3)

AP File Photo
Senate Minority Leader Sen. 
Chuck Schumer of N.Y., speaks 
on the phone while walking on 
Capitol Hill in Washington on 
Tuesday.

Congress 
Reaches 
Funding Deal
Agreement Reached 
On COVID Relief, 
Government Funding

(Please see DEAL, Page 3)

By ERIC AYRES
Staff Writer

WHEELING — Dilapidated structures 
are coming down throughout the city of 
Wheeling, but officials are looking to 
reprioritize the properties found on the 
city’s raze-or-repair list.

Wheeling City Council has authorized 
City Manager Robert Herron to spend 
$395,837 with Raze International Inc. 
of Shadyside for asbestos abatement and 
demolition of several properties slated 
for removal. This was the latest round of 
homes to make it through the multi-step 
process before the city eventually removes 
them and places liens on the property.

Wheeling officials have aggressively 
pursued demolition initiatives and allo-
cated hundreds of thousands of dollars 
towards the city’s annual demolition      
projects.

Yet Councilman Ben Seidler requested 
an amendment to the most recent list of 
homes set for demolition. He asked coun-
cil to remove two properties on Wheeling 
Island set for the wrecking ball. Seidler 
noted that while these dilapidated homes 
need to go, they are far from the worst of 
the ones in his ward.

Seidler, who has remained focused 
on cleaning up neglected properties in 
the city’s neighborhoods, said the city’s 
code enforcement office and Building and 
Planning Department have started reeval-
uating criteria and reprioritizing the prop-
erties that make it to the top of the city’s 
raze and repair list.

“Our code enforcement officers and de-
partment have worked diligently to create 
an objective method of ranking by prior-
ity the properties slated for demolition,” 
Seidler said. “Two properties in this ordi-
nance at 110 Ohio St. and 523-523½ S. 
Front St. will probably ultimately need to 
be demolished some point in the future, 
but I feel strongly that they are not at the 
top of the priority list for Ward 2.”

Seidler said he has been working with 

Tom Connelly, director of the Wheeling 
Building and Planning Department, and 
has spoken at length with code enforce-
ment officials regarding this process. He 
noted that the current list of properties to 
be removed was initially developed prior 
to the department’s change of manage-
ment and reevaluation of the process.

“Since then, that department has actual-
ly put together a comprehensive ranking 
plan to rank properties accordingly based 
on a number of objective criteria to deter-
mine which ones the real priorities are,” 
Seidler said.

City Officials Reevaluating 
Priorities for Raze or Repair List

Photo by Eric Ayres
This dilapidated home at 313 N. York St. Wheeling Island is an example of a property 
that is on the city’s raze or repair list but is not on the list of properties slated for re-
moval in an ordinance recently approved by city council. City officials are reexamining 
criteria in order to move the worst of the dilapidated structures in town to the top of the 
city’s demolition list.

(Please see CITY, Page 3)

All 4 Northern Panhandle Counties Among 
32 In ‘Red’ on Sunday COVID Alert Map

From STAFF REPORTS
All four Northern Panhan-

dle counties were in “red” on 
the state’s Sunday COVID 
alert map. They had plenty of    
company.

Hancock, Brooke, Ohio and 
Marshall counties were among 
32 “red” counties on the 

West Virginia Department of 
Health and Human Resources         
map. 

Hancock and Brooke were 
among five counties in the 
state with an infection rate of 
at least 100 cases per 100,000 
residents. Hancock had an 
infection rate of 118.51           

cases per 100,000 residents 
and a percent positivity of                      
16.43. 

Brooke had an infec-
tion rate of 115.25 and 
a percent positivity of                                                  
16.36.

(Please see COVID, Page 3)
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LYNCHBURG, Va. 
(AP) — Alfred Thomas 
Farrar, a former Tuskegee 
Airman, died on Thursday 
in Virginia only days be-
fore a ceremony planned 
to honor his service in the 
program that famously 
trained Black military pi-
lots during World War II. 
He was 99.

Farrar’s son, Roy, told 
The Associated Press 
on Sunday that his fa-
ther died at his Lynch-
burg home. Alfred Farrar 
would have turned 100 
years old on Dec. 26.

Farrar left his Lynch-
burg hometown for     

Tuskegee, Alabama, af-
ter graduating from high 
school to began his avia-
tion training in 1941.

“It was the next best 
thing to do,” Farrar had 
told The News & Ad-
vance in a story that ran 
last week.

Farrar learned to be a 
pilot during his time in 
U.S. Army Air Corps pro-
gram but didn’t fly any 
combat missions over-
seas, according to his son.

Roy Farrar said he was 
proud of his father’s ser-
vice but doesn’t remem-
ber him having much to 
say about his time as a 

Tuskegee Airman.
“It was just something 

that he did at the time, 
that was needed at the 
time,” Roy Farrar said.

After his discharge in 

1943, Alfred Farrar stud-
ied to be an aerospace en-
gineer and worked as an 
engineer with the Federal 
Aviation Administration 
for four decades.

Donations to the shel-
ter from various orga-
nizations and missions 
throughout the city have 
been steadily coming in, 
including towels brought 
in through the Wheeling 
Lions Club, as well as 
other donations from the 
city, Vineyard Church, 
which provides meals, 
Christ United Methodist 
Church, and Wheeling 
Linen, which offers laun-
dry services.

Bethel-McFarland said 
donations are still being 
accepted, and that cur-
rent requests are for bot-
tled water and less fluffy 
or bulky blankets, which 
are easier on Wheeling 
Linen’s machines. An 
Amazon wishlist for the 
shelter remains available 

at https://tinyurl.com/
FreezeWishList.

The freeze shelter will 
remain open through 
Christmas Eve and New 
Year’s Eve, with mone-
tary donations going to 
provide a few Christmas 
gifts for guests, and will 
stay open through March 
15.

The House was ex-
pected to vote on the 
legislation on Monday, 
said a spokeswoman for 
House Majority Leader 
Steny Hoyer, D-Md. The 
House would pass a one-
day stopgap spending bill 
to avert a government 
shutdown at midnight 
Sunday. The Senate was 
likely to vote on Monday, 
too. Lawmakers were ea-
ger to leave Washington 
and close out a tumultu-
ous year. 

"There will be another 
major rescue package for 
the American people," 
Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., 
said in announcing the 
agreement for a relief bill 
that would total almost 
$900 billion. "It is packed 
with targeted policies to 
help struggling Ameri-
cans who have already 
waited too long."

The final agreement 
is the largest spending 
measure yet. It combines 
COVID-19 relief with 
a $1.4 trillion govern-
ment-wide funding plan 
and lots of other unre-
lated measures on taxes, 

health, infrastructure and           
education.

While Schumer said 
Democrats would have 
wanted more.

Passage is nearing as 
coronavirus cases and 
deaths spike and evidence 
piles up that the economy 
is struggling.

Late-breaking deci-
sions would limit the 
$300 per week bonus 
jobless benefits — one 
half the supplemental 
federal unemployment 

benefit provided under 
the CARES Act in March 
— to 10 weeks instead 
of 16 weeks as before. 
The direct $600 stimulus 
payment to most people is 
also half the March pay-
ment, subject to the same 
income limits in which 
an individual's payment 
begins to phase out after 
$75,000.

President Donald 
Trump is supportive, 
particularly of the push 
for providing more                 

direct payments. "GET 
IT DONE," he said in a 
tweet late Saturday.

It would be the first 
significant legislative 
response to the pandem-
ic since the $1.8 trillion 
CARES Act passed vir-
tually unanimously in 
March.

The legislation was 
held up by months of 
dysfunction, posturing 
and bad faith. But talks 
turned serious last week 
as lawmakers on both 
sides finally faced the 
deadline of acting before 
leaving Washington for       
Christmas.

A breakthrough came 
late Saturday in a fight 
over Federal Reserve 
emergency powers that 
was resolved by the 
Senate's top Democrat, 
Chuck Schumer of New 
York, and conservative 
Republican Pat Toomey 
of Pennsylvania. That led 
to a final round of negoti-
ations on other issues.

Lawmakers had hoped 
to pass the bill this week-
end and avoid the need 
for a stopgap spending 
bill, but progress slowed 

Saturday as Toomey 
pressed for the inclusion 
of a provision to close 
down the Fed's lending 
facilities. Democrats and 
the White House said it 
was too broadly worded 
and would have tied the 
hands of the incoming 
Biden administration, but 
Republicans rallied to 
Toomey's position.

Late-breaking deci-
sions would limit $300 
per week bonus jobless 
benefits — one half the 
supplemental federal un-
employment benefit pro-
vided under the CARES 
Act in March — to 10 
weeks instead of 16 weeks 
as before. The direct $600 
stimulus payment to most 
people would be half the 
March payment, subject 
to the same income limits 
in which an individual's 
payment begins to phase 
out after $75,000.

After the announce-
ment, Schumer and 
House Speaker Nancy Pe-
losi, D-Calif., announced 
additional details, includ-
ing $25 billion in rental 
assistance, $15 billion 
for theaters and other live 

venues, $82 billion for 
local schools, colleges 
and universities, and $10 
billion for child care. 

The governmentwide 
appropriations bill would 
fund agencies through 
next September. That 
measure was likely to 
provide a last $1.4 billion 
installment for Trump's 
U.S.-Mexico border wall 
as a condition of winning 
his signature.

The bill was an engine 
to carry much of Capitol 
Hill's unfinished business, 
including an almost 400-
page water resources bill 
that targets $10 billion 
for 46 Army Corps of 
Engineers flood control, 
environmental and coast-
al protection projects. 
Another addition would 
extend a batch of soon-to-
expire tax breaks, includ-
ing one for craft brewers, 
wineries and distillers.

The end-of-session 
rush also promised relief 
for victims of shocking-
ly steep surprise medical 
bills, a phenomenon that 
often occurs when pro-
viders drop out of insur-
ance company networks. 
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He noted that in the past, cer-
tain properties made it to the 
top of the list simply because a 
property owner was not protest-
ing its removal or because there 
was less red tape involved, not 
because it posed a bigger dan-
ger or was the biggest eyesore 
in the neighborhood.

Such was the case with the 
properties on Ohio Street and 
South Front Street, Seidler      
indicated.

“The answer that I’ve seen is 
that these two properties were 
fairly easy, low-hanging fruit,” 
he said. “They’ve already been 

through the legal process, and 
theoretically speaking, they 
were easier than some of the 
other properties to get down at 
this time.”

According to Seidler, the 
Ohio Street was probably the 
best looking property from the 
outside and the most structur-
ally solid property compared to 
all 27 properties on the city’s 
current raze and repair list for 
Ward 2. The other property on 
Front Street is in bad shape, Se-
idler said, but it is in close vicin-
ity of other properties in similar 
condition, and if it is removed, 

there will not be a noticeable 
improvement because of the 
other neighboring structures.

“With the list of properties 
that we actually have higher 
priorities on, we have houses in 
this ward that don’t have roofs, 
that are falling in, that are cav-
ing in and that are burnt out,” 
Seidler noted.

The recent demolition con-
tract represents about 80 per-
cent of the city‘s allocated 
demolition budget for the year. 
Seidler said he hoped that, if 
the two low-priority properties 
were to be removed, the cost to 

remove them could be put back 
into the remaining demolition 
funds for the fiscal year. Then 
higher priority properties could 
be razed using the next round of 
demolitions with the remaining 
pool of money.

“The three properties that 
we have listed here for Ward 2 
are absolutely not the highest 
priorities,” Seidler said, “and 
when we look at the remaining 
$100,000 we have left in the 
budget at this point, Ward 2 is 
absolutely not going to get any 
major wins. I would suspect 
that any resident of Ward 2 that 

would tell you that neither of 
these two properties are at the 
top of their priority list. 

“So if Ward 2 is going to get 
five or six houses in the next 
two or three years based on the 
amount of money that the Fi-
nance Committee approves, I 
want to make sure those five or 
six houses are the biggest bang 
for the buck.”

Wheeling City Council unan-
imously agreed to remove the 
two Wheeling Island properties 
from the legislation, and they 
approved the latest round of 
demolitions.

Plant
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Regarding the ongo-
ing COVID-19 crisis, 
DeWine said he is most 
concerned about how the 
illness will spread during 
the next three months. He 
pointed out that with near-
ly 12 million residents, it 
will take a long time for 
all the people of Ohio 
to be vaccinated against 
the disease and said that 
December, January and 
February will be particu-
larly dangerous as people 
congregate indoors where 
the virus can spread more 
easily.

Although the gover-
nor said priorities for the 
state’s vaccination pro-
gram are still being set 
with medical health care 

workers and the elder-
ly in congregate settings 
at the top of the list, he 
stressed that there are 
things we call can do to 
help contain the virus. He 
said if people take indi-
vidual responsibility for 
their actions that will help 
keep children in school, 
help save people in nurs-
ing homes and prevent 
hospitals from becoming   
overcrowded. 

DeWine said there is 
little evidence of spread 
in schools and workplac-
es and shared two basic 
rules that he said people 
should follow:

“One is if you’re eating 
with someone and you 
don’t live with them, you 

shouldn’t be eating with 
them. If you’re drinking 
with someone and you 
don’t live with them, you 
shouldn’t be drinking 
with them, because you 
can’t wear a mask when 
you’re drinking or eating. 
…  ” he said. “Number 
two, if you’re around any-
body that you don’t live 
with … you need to keep 
a distance and you need to 
have a mask on. 

“If we could do those 
two things, we would 
knock this virus down. 
We would knock it down 
to a manageable level, 
and it’s not manageable 
today and we’re pretty 
scared about where we 
are today.”

In terms of lessons 
learned from the pandem-
ic so far, the governor 
said there are two things 
we must never do again: 
allow public health sys-
tems to be neglected as 
they have been in the past 
or allow the nation to be 
so completely dependent 
on China for personal 
protective equipment or 
other strategic supplies. 
In fact, he said he is 
working with JobsOhio to 
ensure that at least some 
PPE is produced in Ohio 
as the nation moves for-
ward from the pandemic.

On the topic of capital 
punishment, DeWine said 
the state’s hands are cur-
rently tied when it comes 

to performing executions. 
Ohio law allows just one 
method of execution, he 
said, and that is lethal in-
jection. But DeWine said 
the drugs used in those in-
jections are not available 
and, when they are found, 
the manufacturers are 
threatening legal action 
if the state uses them for 
capital punishment.

Rather than focusing 
on capital punishment, 
though, DeWine believes 
it is more important to 
remove violent, repeat of-
fenders from society. He 
said that will cut down on 
crime and save lives. 

Later Friday, DeW-
ine announced reprieves 
that will delay three                

executions that had been 
scheduled for 2021. 

Issues that DeWIne 
said will remain among 
his top priorities for 2021 
are police reform with 
better training and more 
accountability for law 
enforcement officers; 
legislation to deter dis-
tracted driving and saves 
lives on Ohio’s roads; his 
Strong Ohio gun control 
package that was intro-
duced in 2019 but has 
not moved through the 
General Assembly; early 
childhood development 
and education; and the 
H2Ohio 10-year plan 
that aims to reduce harm-
ful algae blooms in Lake              
Erie. 

AP File Photo
Sen. Pat Toomey, R-Pa., questions Treasury Secre-
tary Steven Mnuchin during a Congressional Over-
sight Commission hearing on Capitol Hill in Washing-
ton on Thursday.
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Ohio County had an in-
fection rate of 79.34 cas-
es per 100,000 and a per-
cent positivity of 11.84, 
while Marshall County 
had an infection rate of 
61.76 and a percent pos-
itivity of 10.95.

The Wheeling-Ohio 
County Health Depart-
ment reported 35 new 
COVID-19 cases in Ohio 
County on Sunday. That 
brings the county’s totals 
to 2,366 total positive 
cases and 37 COVID-re-
lated deaths since the pan-
demic began.

Ohio County will hold 
free testing from 11 a.m.-
4 p.m. Monday and from 
9-11 a.m. Tuesday at 
three locations — Valley 

Grove Volunteer Fire De-
partment, 355 Fire House 
Lane, Valley Grove; War-
wood Fire Station, Station 
9, 1301 Richland Ave.; 
and Wheeling Island Fire 
Station, Station 5, 11 
North Wabash St.

The Marshall County 
Health Department had 
not updated its COVID 
numbers for Sunday as of 
11 p.m. 

According to the de-
partment, due to the hol-
idays and the department 
working on vaccinating 
first responders, it will 
not provide testing this 
coming week.

PCR testing in Mar-
shall County is available 
through Rapid Care in 

Benwood, MedExpress 
in Glen Dale and Wood 
Clinic in Moundsville. 
Rapid testing is available 
through Wood Clinic and 
MedExpress.

COVID-19 continued 
to be found in the area’s 
long-term care facilities. 
Peterson Healthcare and 
Rehabilitation Hospital 
had 18 active positive 
residents and one active 
positive staff member, 
according to DHHR in-
formation updated Friday 
evening. 

Peterson also has re-
ported 17 COVID-relat-
ed deaths. Continuous 
Care Center at Wheeling 
Hospital reported seven 
positive staff and seven      

positive residents.
Good Shepherd re-

ported one positive staff 
member and one positive 
resident. 

Stonerise Moundsville, 
formerly Mound View, 
reported two positive 
COVID cases among res-
idents as of 10:30 a.m. 
Friday on the Stonerise 
website. It also reported 
13 positive staff members 
and 10 COVID-relat-
ed deaths on the DHHR 
website. 

Cameron Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center re-
ported no COVID-pos-
itive staff members or 
residents on the DHHR 
website. It reported 11 
COVID-related deaths.

Ex-Tuskegee Airman Alfred Thomas Farrar Dies at Age 99








