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Freewill donations are received at the door prior 
to the concert.  St. Matthew’s is located at 1410 
Chapline Street, Wheeling, and is accessible to 

wheelchairs from the 15th Street entrance.

Bradley � rst appeared here in concert 
twenty years ago and performed a solo 
concert which also featured the St Matthew’s 
Choir.  Bradley is a resident of Dallas, 
Texas where he performs regularly with the 
Dallas Symphony as organist-designate of 
the Meyerson Symphony Center’s famous 
Charles Fisk organ.  He is also winner of the 
most prestigious competition for organists in 
the US, � e Dallas International.  A graduate 
of Baylor and Yale Universities, Bradley is a 
devoted church musician, serving the Preston 
Hollow Presbyterian Church also in Dallas. 

World renowned organ artist 
Bradley Hunter Welch

will return to St Matthew’s for the
HENRY STIFEL SCHRADER

 MEMORIAL CONCERT
on Tuesday evening, October 5

at 7:00 p.m.

MUSIC AT ST. 
MATTHEW’S

WHEELING — 
St. Michael Parish 
will again join NAMI 
Greater Wheeling in 
hosting an interfaith 
service to pray for in-
dividuals and families 
living with mental 
illness at 6:30 p.m. 
today. 

The event, which 
will take place at St. 
Michael Church at 
1225 National Road 
in Wheeling, has been 
held every year for 
more than decade as 
part of National Men-
tal Illness Awareness 
Week.

This year’s speak-
er will be Wheel-
ing resident Terra 
Crews, Director 
of Development at 
Youth Services Sys-
tem. Everyone who 
attends the vigil will 
have the opportuni-
ty to light a prayer 
candle in honor of a 
friend or loved one 
who lives with men-
tal illness. 

To protect par-
ticipants from 
COVID-19, every-
one will be required 
to wear a mask, so-
cial distancing will 
be maintained, and 
there will be no social 
event following the 
prayer service.

Interfaith 
Service Is 
Planned

As COVID cases remain high on the 
tail of the latest wave, city leaders in 
Wheeling are looking to provide finan-
cial incentives to private business own-
ers willing to invest in outdoor dining.

Wheeling Vice Mayor Chad Thalman 
noted that a proposal was born out of 
a proposal following discussions with 
Wheeling Community Development 
Director Nancy Prager earlier this year. 
Officials have discussed the possibili-
ty of developing a new program mod-
eled after the city’s successful Facade 
Improvement Program, offering a per-
centage of money toward an investment 
of outdoor dining improvements as op-
posed to building facade improvements.

The city of Wheeling has received a 
substantial amount of pandemic relief 
funds through the American Rescue 
Plan. Around $14.1 million in ARP 
funds has been received by the city 
so far, with another similar allocation 
expected early next year for a total of 
around $29.5 million.

City officials are expected to soon 
hold work sessions to discuss the dis-
tribution of these funds, particularly for 
big-ticket items that will have the max-
imum impact for community relief re-
lated to the pandemic. There are strict 
rules regarding the use of the American 
Rescue Plan funds, officials noted.

“Using the facade as a template is 
what we talked about from a staff per-
spective,” Wheeling City Manager Rob-
ert Herron said of the proposed outdoor 
dining program, using pandemic-relief 
funding. “Looking over the guidelines, 
it is an eligible expense for COVID re-
lief, for Rescue Plan funds.”

City leaders recently discussed the 
proposal during a meeting of the De-
velopment Committee of Council, and 

while no solid plan has been put in 
place yet, all who have spoken about the 
proposal seem to support it.

“We’re sitting on a lot of money from 
the Rescue Plan, and we’re going to see 
even more next year,” Wheeling May-
or Glenn Elliott said. “I know we’ll 
be having a process to consider where 
some of the bigger chunks of that mon-
ey is going to go. I know a lot of people 
have already asked about it and made 
suggestions, and we’re going to have a 
lot of decisions ahead of us.

“This to me seems like low-hanging 
fruit. We saw during the pandemic a need 
for a lot of restaurants to move toward 
outdoor seating, especially those who 
didn’t have it already. I think a lot of those 
restaurants still have it and utilize it, and I 
think it’s been a boon to our community.”

Barring any major objections, city 
leaders are expected to move forward 
with a plan to offer an outdoor dining 
program using ARP funds to incentiv-
ize private investment in creating, ex-
panding or enhancing outdoor seating 
options for restaurants in the city.

“We shouldn’t wait until we have that 
further discussion about all of the other 
Rescue Plan ideas. This is something 
that I think would almost be accepted 
and welcomed unanimously in our com-
munity,” Elliott said. 

The Development Committee for-
warded a recommendation to the full 
Wheeling City Council to consider the 
measure. A resolution was scheduled to 
be introduced this week to direct the city 
staff to create a plan to offer a program, 
based on the Facade Improvement Pro-
gram’s model. The facade program pro-
vides up to $15,000 in matching funds 
from the city to building owners who 
invest in eligible properties.

“We will continue to try and raise 
awareness for “Be the Match,” Davis 
said. “Even though Ella has a donor, 
we do want to keep the Be the Match 
(information) out there. There’s more 
children out there needing donors.” 

Be the Match Registry helps the mil-
lions of people listed on a worldwide 
registry in need of finding a bone mar-
row transplant donor. According to the 
Be The Match campaign, to register you 

must be between the ages of 18 to 44 
and the process is as quick as the swab 
of the cheek to find out if you are a 
match. The organization covers the cost 
of the kit. For more information go to 
bethematch.org. 

Davis said monetary donations for 
Ella’s medical costs are still being ac-
cepted. Checks can be made out to Ella 
Raddish and can be mailed to 102 Pax-
ton Ave., Wheeling, WV 26003.

John Gearry, who is 
fire chief of Valley Grove 
VFD and president of the 
Fire Chiefs Association, 
said he agrees wholeheart-
edly with the idea, but 
wants to make sure there’s 
a concrete 
plan in place 
to avoid miss-
ing things, 
and hopes 
that first re-
sponders will 
be part of the 
conversation 
in how the 
new structure 
is implemented.

“I agree 100%, there’s 
a need,” Gearry said. 
“There’s a great group 
of guys up there and it’s 
provided an excellent ser-
vice. I just think we real-
ly need to look at this at 
a higher level, and put a 
plan in place that’s going 
to be good for years to 
come.

“I think any time local 
government can partner 
with existing organiza-
tions and businesses to 
share all this, the more 
we’re partnered, the more 
sustainable we’ll be,” he 
added. “The need I agree 
with; what it looks like, 
I think there should be 
some discussion on.”

Commissioner Zach 
Abraham asked Vargo 
and Gearry to consider 
how the structure would 
be phased in and retooled 
to account for growing 
pains. 

“Think about it in 
phases, from a cost per-

spective,” Abraham ad-
vised. Vargo said that was 
how discussions were al-
ready shaping up.

Gearry also advised 
the commission to look 
at assisting recruitment 

efforts to 
draw new 
talent into 
the volunteer 
departments. 
He float-
ed the idea 
of working 
alongside lo-
cal schools 
and colleges 

in tandem with emer-
gency services to attract 
skilled workers.

“That’s one of the 
things we’ve been work-
ing on that I hope to get 
in front of you soon is a 
recruitment campaign 
that we’re going to invest 
in,” he said. “Let’s face it. 
Up until two years ago, 
all these (emergency) ser-
vices had been provided 
to you for 50 years for ba-
sically zero dollars to the 
county. We might as well 
take advantage of that as 
long as we can.

“I think incentives like 
a state-of-the-art training 
center is attractive to the 
young crowd. We could 
tie that into some of the 
local colleges and high 
schools, and if we can 
get some recruitment out 
there on social media, 
… tying in, possibly, to 
the county app, I think 
there’s a lot of things 
we could do to keep that 
strong.”

Hospitalizations due to severe 
COVID-19 infections also continued 
to drop slightly, from 977 hospital-
izations last Monday to 915 hospital-
izations Sunday. ICU beds usage for 
COVID-19 patients dropped from 292 
to 269 during the same time period.

While many hospitals in the state re-
main on high alert, any slight drop in 
hospitalizations could help alleviate the 
strain on West Virginia’s healthcare 
system. According to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human Resourc-
es, total hospital utilization in the state 
dropped from 4,653 beds last week to 
4,594 beds as of Monday.

ICU usage in the state dropped from 
590 beds last week to 571 beds Monday, 
though 42.3% of ICU beds are being 
used for COVID-19 patients. According 
to DHHR, 82.8% of COVID-19 hospi-
talizations are unvaccinated people, with 
87.7% of COVID-19 ICU beds being 
used to treat the unvaccinated.

“Certainly, we know that hospitaliza-
tion numbers are still high, although we 
have seen some positive trends,” said 
Dr. Clay Marsh, the state coronavirus 
czar. “We also know that people contin-
ue to get very ill when they get infected 
with this variant of COVID-19, particu-
larly those who are not vaccinated.”

State officials have said for the last 
two weeks they believe West Virginia is 
past the peak of what some call the delta 
wave, named for the COVID-19 variant 
that first ravaged India in the spring. After 
dropping to 882 active cases on July 9, 
active cases shot up to a peak of 29,744 
on Sept. 16. Active cases between Sept. 
16 and Sunday have dropped nearly 59% 

and represent the lowest number of cases 
since Aug. 25 after the delta wave began.

While active COVID-19 cases are 
on their way back down with hospi-
talizations beginning to follow suit, 
it could be another two weeks before 
COVID-19 deaths hit their peak during 
the state’s delta wave. According to 
DHHR, the state reported 47 deaths 
since the last update of the state’s coro-
navirus dashboard, bringing the state’s 
total death toll to 3,769.

The deaths reported Monday includ-
ed a 21-year-old man from Braxton 
County and a 20-year-old man from 
Berkeley County.

According to the New York Times 
COVID-19 data for all 50 states and 
territories, West Virginia ranks second 
behind Idaho for the daily average of 
deaths. 

West Virginia also leads the nation 
with the lowest vaccination rate accord-
ing to the New York Times. Justice said 
the state has now vaccinated 1,013,000 
West Virginians. According to DHHR, 
49.5% of West Virginia’s 1.79 mil-
lion residents are fully vaccinated, with 
56.9% of eligible West Virginians age 
12 and older being fully vaccinated.

“Please get fully vaccinated so we 
can reduce the stress on our hospital 
systems,” Marsh said.

In other news, West Virginians have 
until midnight today to register for the 
final giveaway in phase II of the Do It 
For Babydog vaccinate incentive lot-
tery. The final giveaways will be an-
nounced Friday. The lottery is open to 
all West Virginians who have at least 
one shot of a COVID-19 vaccine.
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Graphic Courtesy of W.Va. DHHR
This graphic compares the number of people hospitalized in West Virginia with 
COVID-19 who have been vaccinated with the number of patients who haven’t.

“I agree 
100%, there’s 

a need.”
Valley Grove VFD 
Chief John Gearry

Just last week Swank reopened the 
Fulton Bridge section of I-70 East, 
which restored more direct access from 
the area of downtown Wheeling to lo-
cations further east, including WVU 
Medicine Wheeling Hospital. I-70 has 
been closed in the area of the Fulton 

Bridge since early 2021 as the bridge 
was completely demolished and rebuilt 
as part of the I-70 Bridges Project. 

Both bridge projects are part of a 
massive $215 million WVDOT proj-
ect to replace or rehabilitate 26 bridges 
along Interstate 70 in Ohio County.
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Graphic Courtesy of W.Va. DHHR
This graphic compares the number of people hospitalized in West Virginia with 
COVID-19 who have been vaccinated with the number of patients who haven’t.
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