
self in a different position, in 

this case in a wheelchair, play-

ing a simple game, but from a 

new perspective. 

Instead of an act of imagina-

tion, young men and women 

face this reality daily. 

Out of these circumstances 

comes words, thoughts, writ-

ten down to express how that 

person feels, right now. 

From these experiences comes 

the content you hold in your 

hands. Young men and women 

thinking about their lives and 

describing how they feel. 

 These poems, letters, essays are 

offered as they were received.  

Here’s what they say, in their 

own words. Please listen. Thanks. 

By John Moses 

  

If you want to know what young 

people thinks, ask them. 

The things they think about may 

astound you or even frighten 

you. More challenging is to learn 

how they feel. Feelings often get 

choked, muffled, hidden away… 

too painful to give voice to. 

Imagine you are this child in a 

wheelchair, learning how it feels 

to be disabled. 

As you read this newsletter, 

imagine how you felt when you 

were 12, 15, 20 years old. What 

would it have been like to be 

away from your home?  To be 

thrust into a new situation with 

strangers? 

Think about what it might have 

been like if you were living at 

Helinski, a resident of the North-

ern Regional Juvenile Center, or 

facing adulthood without some-

one holding a net for you, in case 

you fall. 

Now you are like the child in this 

picture being asked to put your-

Youth Services System works 

with over 120 youth each day.  

From our child care center and 

after-school programs, to our 

home and community-based 

services including training and 

employment programs to our 

emergency shelters, Northern 

Regional Juvenile Center, Youth 

Achievement Center, and our 

Transitional Living Programs, we 

work with toddlers to young 

adults.  

Donations to YSS help us meet 

needs we find that go beyond 

our public funding sources. Your 

support is vital to our mission. 

From graduation gowns and test 

fees, to more basic needs like 

clothing, food, and health care, 

we are grateful for your contri-

butions.  

Our youth deserve our best 

efforts, thank you for yours.  

 

Cornhole toss from a wheel 

chair—Celebrate Youth 2011 
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YSS Mission 

We believe our-

selves to be, first 

and foremost,  a 

community of 

caring individuals 

who are drawn 

together by a 

shared sense of 

ministry to chil-

dren & their fami-

lies. 

It is the purpose of 

this community to 

create environ-

ments, provide 

services, and to be 

totally available to 

children and their 

families whose 

legitimate needs 

demand effective 

responses. 
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“Ms. Linda’s biggest message 

is that education is the key.” 

Y O U T H  S E R V I C E S  S Y S T E M  

“ Still Hope for the future…” 
To Whom It May Concern: 

 

I am a resident at the Northern Regional Juvenile Center in Wheeling, West Virginia.  

I would just like to share with you what I have learned during my stay here. First of all I 

would like to start off by telling you that I have been here multiple times, but this time I 

have only been here for four months; so I am pretty close with all the staff and most of 

them have really good hearts and care about us a lot, they really love their job and come 

into work everyday in a good mood and to try and brighten our days as well. 

The biggest message that the counselors try to give us here is that there is still hope for 

the future. I love it that when I’m discouraged about something I can go up to pretty much 

any of the staff here and talk, because they are trustworthy. When I’m having a bad day or 

one of the other residents  are provoking me I can usually talk to Mrs. Linda Scott whom 

is our facility director, and she always helps me find a safe resolution. 

Also I love having group with our counselors, because they come up fun and effective 

ways to deal with our problems. Usually, Ms. Ruth (one of our counselors) makes up dif-

ferent kinds of groups. 

Another thing that I like is, even though this is a very structured facility, staff understand 

that we are still only kids, who have made bad choices, and don’t judge us. 

There is one more thing I would like to share with you, and that is about our educational 

program that we have here. Most of the kids who come in are behind in school  and the 

teachers here help us in any way they can . They understand that when we get irritated 

because of a phone call or stress or something at home; it’s hard to concentrate on 

school work. So they work with us and try to help as much as possible. The teachers and 

Ms. Linda’s biggest message is that education is the key. 

Finally, I would just like to say that I am a very lucky girl to be here. Even though I am in a 

detention center. I take it as a positive turn in my life. I have learned so many different 

types of life skills and anger management skills, and I am thankful for Mrs. Linda and our 

counselors here helping prepare me to treatment, then eventually to home again. 

It’s time to start over. 

Start your life, like you found a four leaf clover 

Get out of bed. 

The worries start to fill your head. 

Your feet hit the floor. 

Life hits you like a slammed door. 

Look in the mirror and wonder how. 

Life is on your shoulders like a fat cow. 

Hit the streets. 

Find out that they are to quick for your little feet. 

The new day is at it’s end. 

Now you feel like you found a brand new friend. 

 

—Northern Regional Juvenile Center youth 

I feel like ice, With a melting point...but hard to slice 

Everything from my past has tainted my heart with frost, I try to 

hide that frown 

Sometimes my emotions are unstable, Unhappy could be a label 

They tell me to stay around, But when I go away, I’d rather not 

be found 

I don’t like to get warmed up to people, In that area I am feeble 

I come out on the coldest nights, Knowing my intentions just 

aren’t right 

Its more than a notion, To block away emotion 

I have a noticeable sparkle, Sometimes, I say things that aren’t so 

helpful 

I come back after melting, But my times still ticking 

For me to disappear, though in a different form I’m still here 

My heart can be cold as ice, But sometimes it melts… and yeah 

I can be nice  <3 

—Northern Regional Juvenile Center youth 

New Day Ice 

Wheeling SleepOut,  

Tracy White, Girl 

Scout Troop 3019 

 

“I have a noticeable 

sparkle, Sometimes 

I say things that 

aren’t so helpful “ 



Your support makes a difference-Thank you ! 
Marc Abraham 

Casey Adams 

Cayla & Josh Adkins Elevate 

Andrea Allen 

Dawn Allen, Amity & 

Powhatan United Methodist 

Churches 

Elizabeth & Michelle Allen 

GeorgeAnn Allen 

Lisa Allen, The Ziegenfelder 

Company 

Sarah Allen 

Janet Andrews Ft Henery 

Piecemakers 

Anonymous 

Kathleen Antonucci 

Ann Marie Banal 

Sherry Barbour 

Andy Barger 

Charles & Diane Barnes 

Brenda Baxter 

Stuart Bell 

Ron Bence 

Jeff Benedict 

Art Bertol 

Alexander Beyer 

John L. Blair 

Joe, Jillian, & Jane Blalock 

Bleifus Tire Service, Inc 

Stuart & Stephanie Bloch 

Michael Bonds 

Robert Bonds 

Amie Booth 

Ron & Sarah Bogolin 

Erica Bowers 

Allen L. Boyd 

Rebecca Bradshaw 

Lori Bresnahan & family 

Sean & Alli Bresnahan 

JL Bresnahan 

Nancy Britt 

James & Sarah Brogan 

Carolyn Brose 

Tashina & Erick Brothers 

Sonny Brown 

Milton Brown 

Lynn Brownlee 

Lynne Buch, Lynn Bush Inte-

riors 

Joseph Buch 

Diane Buczek 

Harold & Roxane Burech 

Charles T. Burd 

Tom & Kathryn Burgoyne 

Tom & Cynthia Burke 

Patrick Butler 

R. Curtis Byrum 

Sherry Callahan 

Amanda Camp 

Rebecca Campbell 

Dr. Robert Caveney 

Carol Carroll,  

Christ United Methodist 

Church 

Wanda Clark 

Debbie Carter 

Richard Carter 

Peggy Cartus 

Darryl Clausell 

Fred Clausell 

Ryan Clausell 

Patty Clegg 

Ed Connors 

Trudy Conover 

Thomas Contraguerro, 

Panhandle Cleaning & Resto-

ration 

Robert & Susan Cook 

Donald Cookman 

Richard Cooper 

Robert Coup 

Ed Corbitt, Wheeling Linen 

Michael Cox 

Vicki Crawford, Ft. Henry 

Piecemakers Guild 

Larry Creech 

Dick Cress 

Judy Crews Doncaster 

Derek Crum 

Pastor Darrell W. Cum-

mings 

Linda Cuprik 

Rick & Leslie Davis 

Betty Danehart 

James & Anna Dean 

William & Nancy Deibert 

Joseph D. DeCaria, DeCaria 

Brothers Pharmacies 

Millie Demchak 

Dr. Reno & Karen DiOrio 

Bill & Carol Dougherty 

DOVES LLC 

Denese Doyle 

Hank Drews 

Pat Duffy, Elks Lodge #28 

Necol Dunson 

Rachel Dyer 

Jill & Mark Eddy 

Sonya Edwards 

Ralph & Saundra Edwards 

Linda Edwards 

Cecilia Einloth 

Elliott Evans 

Elm Grove Eagles Aerie 

#1891 

Michael Fahey 

Michael Ferns, A & B Auto 

Sales, Inc. 

Michael Ferro 

Eileen Filozof 

Emily Fisher 

Catherine Fleetwood 

Rev. Jim Fleming S.J. 

Sister Mary Florence 

Kellie Forester 

Holly Fox 

Stephen Fox 

Laura Fox 

Charlene Frazier 

Beth Freeland 

Chris Freeman 

L.W. Franzheim 

Megan & Grace Furbee 

Robert Galbreath 

Terri Garrett 

Kelly Gaudet 

Robert Gaudio 

J. Marl Nussell, Fort Steuben 

Maintenance, Inc.  

Brian & Virginia Gessler 

Randall & Jody Geese 

Steve George Rich & 

Shirley’s Quick Print 

John Gibson 

Joy Gibson 

Elba & Janis Ann Gillen-

water 

Linda Glass 

Matthew Gompers, Gomp-

ers Pharmacy 

Thomas Gompers 

Beth Graham 

Arthur & Janice Granda 

Laura Greathouse 

James & Wanda Groman, 

Kurt James Fun & Games 

Kevin Gribben 

Dr Bernard & Rosamund 

Grubler 

Mary Jo Guidi 

Christina Gulley 

Katrine Gutman 

Mary Haftmann-Dailer 

Carmen Hamilton 

Stephen Harcharik 

Karen Hardey 

Catherine Harrigan 

Mary Harrison 

Monique Hauschild 

Kathleen Heagan 

Dermot Healey 

HE Neumann Co 

Mary Hennen 

Jennifer Herback 

Janice Hess 

Jo Hickman-Moses 

Dave Hill 

Wendy Hinerman St Mi-

chael Parish 

Sylvia Hoffman St Matthew 

Lutheran Church 

Dr. Donald Hofreuter 

Susan & Bill Hogan 

Mitch & Patty Holmes 

Jim Holt Wheeling Jesuit 

Mary Jane Hopkins 

Kimberly Hughes Progressive 

Bank 

Dennis Hunkler Flag Floors 

Independent Oil & Gas Asso-

ciation of West Virginia 

IBEW Local Union 141 

Frank & Kathleen Jackson 

Sondra Jackson 

Pam Jeffers 

Jesuit Community 

Jim Pickett, Jimmy Pickett 

Associates 

Robert & Alma Johnson 

Ron Johnston 

Elizabeth Jones 

Susan Jones 

Michael Kelly 

Gary & Barbara Kenamond 

John W Kepner 

Louis Khourey Gold, 

Khourey & Turak 

Brian Kiger, Pittsburgh Bro-

kerage Services, Inc. 

Everett & Olga King 

Gary & Gay Ann Kirby 

Nancy Kish Clearview Club 

Rosemary Kluth 
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Debby Knight, Roney’s Point 

Presbyterian Church 

Jason Knight 

Beverly & Gary Knollinger 

Robert & Andrea Koteles 

Philip Kowalski 

Gary & Patty Kusich 

Ramesh Kunwar 

Maxine Landon Bethlehem 

United Presbyterian Church 

Shane Lantz 

Tina Lasbury 

Janet Lash 

Blake & Leslie Lee, Subway 

Bernie Lewis 

Dana Lewis 

Harry & Donna Light 

Douglas Liston 

Julia Littleton 

Local Union 47 

Shaila Locke 

Brayden Locke 

Lary Loew, The Cornerstone 

Group 

Janet Loew 

Mary Ann Lokmer Wheeling 

Coffee Company, Inc 

Barbie Lombardo 

Charlie & Patty Longfellow 

Christine Machel 

John Madden 

Dennis Marshall 

Sally Mahlke 

Chelsea Mairet 

Tina Majetich 

Matt Mansuetto, NF Mansuetto 

& Sons, Inc 

Teo Martinez 

Robert Matheny 

Patrick Maxwell 

George Maxwell 

Ruth Mayhugh 

Brigittee Ann Mazure 

Jay & Jimmie McCamic 

Jim McCauley & Family 

Dot & Jerry McCloskey 

Cody McCormick 

Tom & Diane McCulloch 

Roger McDaniel 

Michele McFadden 

David McFadden 

James & Marlene McGee 

Kelly McGhee 

Rev. Jim McGoldrick Marist 

Fathers 

Josh McKee 

Arthur & Sarah McKitrick 

Jeanie McNabb 

Chris McPherson 

Barb Meglen 

Dr. William Mercer 

Timothy & Marlene Midget 

Nancy Miller 

Robert & Rosemary Miller 

Scott Miller 

Liz Minor 

Rod Monroe, Monroe Racing Inc 

John & Brenda Moore 

Pamela Moore 

Jay & Trisha Morgan 

Helen Morosko 

Jacqueline Moses 

Jerome Moses 

John Moses 

Judith Moses 

Sophie Moses 

Ian Moss 

Patrons of Mousetrap Bar & Grill 

Jerry & Millie Mulhern 

Quay & Kym Mull 

Garry Murray 

June & Bob Music 

Diane Myers The Market Vine 

John & Barbara Nally 

Cheryl Nash 

Missy Nash 

Lou W Nau, Inc 

Dr Dee Nazzaro 

Joann Neal 

Doris Newhart 

Mark Nicholson 

Helen Och 

Rachael Ochsenbine 

Maggie O’Dell 

CT O’Donnell 

Tracy Omear 

Susan Osborne 

Carol Orlofsk 

Sue Owens 

Lisa Parsons 

Kurt & Nichole Paulus 

Cathy Pavlock 

Bruce Patalano 

John & Leona Pennybacker 

Steve Petit 

William Phillips 

Owen Phillips Somethin’ Country 

Jennifer Pickett 

Barbara Piko 

Micelle Plauche 

Dick Plunkett 

Brian Pooley 

Jody Prather, Gumby’s 

John & Helen Prezkop 

Darci Pritt 

Cassie Queen 

Stephanie & Darr Robinson 

Kara Reasbeck 

Nancy Redford 

Beckie Reilly 

Kelly Ann Riccardi 

Lisa Reidel, Ormet Corporation 

Kristine Roberts 

Rosemeier Carpet Cleaning 

Pokey Sanders 

Colletta Sbrockey 

Karen Scarfone 

Jack Schellhase 

John & Patricia Schellhase 

Rob Schmidt Schmidt Bros Tire 

& Service 

Aaron Schwender 

Dustin & Rebecca Scott 

Linda Scott 

Kristin Scott 

Chrisann Sferra 

Stephanie Sferra 

Nancy & Frank Shaffer 

Dorothy Shanley 

Carol Shain 

Charlotte Shepherd 

Dave Shriver 

David & Paula Singer 

Phil Skanara 

Wayne & Carolyn Smith 

George Smoulder 

Nancy & George Spillers 

Gary Sprague 

St Vincent De Paul Parish 

Calvin & Lynette Stanley 

Amy Stanley 

Samantha Starling 

Dorthy Stevens 

Kevin & Patti Stevick 

John N Stirewalt 

Denise Sutton 

Jeremiah Sweeney 

Gert Tanja 

Loretta Thompson 

Steve Thomson 

Sue Thorn 

Melissa & Brian Thorn 

Andrea Tom 

Raymond Tomassene 

Mike Toothman 

Twila Toohill Beta Sigma Phi 

Tina Tordella 

William Traubert 

Brian Trischler 

Stephen Tuck 

Amy Tucker 

Melanie Valentine 

Even Venskoske 

Joseph Viglietta 

Wray Voegelin 

Catherine Volpe 

Cheryl Wade 

Christopher Wallace 

Logan Wallace 

Megan Walters 

Midge Walton 

Loretta Warfield 

Sandra & John Warnick 

Jane Watson Sei Bella Gift 

Shop 

Wendy Weimer, Northwood 

Health Systems 

Charles Werrecs, WJU 

Debra Wheeler 

Tracy White Girl Scout 

Troop 3019  

Carol Williamson 

Mary Jane & Bill Willis 

Maria Wolf 

Donna Woodford 

Jeff Woods 

Adam Woods 

Jessica Wrobleski WJU 

Ed Yahn Yahn Electric Co. 

Glenda Zink 

Larry Zink Sands Electric 

Company 

 

Thanks also to: 

 

August & Thelma Hoff-

man Foundation; 

 

Christian Fellowship 

Foundation; 

 

BB&T West Virginia 

Foundation; 

 

Enterprise Foundation; 

 

Hess Family Foundation; 

 

Hancock County Savings 

Bank Charitable Founda-

tion; 

 

Sands Charitable Trust. 
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He made his way through the courtroom, After his daughter heard her doom 

Everybody was talking loud, As he made his way through the crowd 

He made many mistakes, But this he cannot take 

Gave her some pictures, Told her he loves her 

Then walked away… 

She was supposed to graduate, I remember her first date 

How did this all happen, She’s lucky her life wasn’t taken 

She always looks sad, Envies happy kids with normal dads 

Never had a steady place to call home, She feels she’s better off on her own 

She tries to hide behind a smile, Though depressed all the while 

All the tears, All the smiles                  All the screaming, All the laughing 

She remembers it like it was yesterday 

Her dad never cared, Now he acts as if it’s for her he’s scared 

—Amanda 
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I believe true, or “real” happiness 

comes not from material items. 

Maybe, perhaps, it’s the way you 

feel when you’ve just completed a 

good deed. However, for me, 

sometimes even a good deed 

doesn’t make me happy. I believe 

my “real” happiness comes from 

making others happy. Or some-

times, just seeing someone else’s 

happiness makes me happy. Truly 

My happiness is hard to describe. 

Especially when I don’t have the 

slightest idea what creates my 

“real” happiness. I’d like to say 

listening to good music, and hanging 

out makes me happy. And in a way 

they sort-of do, but is it “real” 

happiness? The answer, of course 

for me, is no, they don’t, and it’s 

not true happiness.  

happy. However, maybe I’m just 

feeling that way because I think it’s 

what  makes me happy. When in 

fact, it’s not. Maybe that sort of 

happiness just gives me an illusion 

of happiness. Although, I seek the 

pleasures of life, for I hope they will 

bring me happiness. Even though I 

know in all reality they can never 

create the true happiness I seek. 

So to truthfully and honestly an-

Pam, 

I want to thank you for all of the help you and all the staff at the Tuel Center have 

provided me with. I do greatly appreciate the hard work you’ve had to for me.  

I feel welcome here and that’s something that doesn’t happen too often in my situa-

tion. Every single one of you has been there when I needed someone. Thank you so 

very much. You’re all awesome! 

 

Pam Jeffers is the YSS Transitional Living Program director. 

  Tuel Center is YSS’s Transitional Living Training Center in New Martinsville 

Crafts Room, Northern Regional Juvenile Center 

Happiness and how I achieve it 
swer the question. I do 

not know what makes 

me happy. And maybe I 

never will. However, I 

believe I’m happy with 

myself and my life be-

cause it could be so 

much worse. 

—Tuel Center youth 

“ I feel welcome here…” 

 

Photo by Missy Nash —  hot food being 

served at November’s Wheeling SleepOut 

Father to Daughter 



joined with teams from Northwood 

Health Systems, and our host, Wheel-

ing Jesuit University and YSS staff and 

families to spend the night. Salvation 

Army provided hot and cold drinks. 

Ye Olde Alpha and the Olive Garden 

fed us. Loretta and Ellie Garbuck, 

Two in Harmony? , and Elevate Out-

reach Ministry made music. The night 

was cold and long, but at the end of 

the experience, participants returned 

gratefully to warm homes and fami-

lies. All of this  was done to spotlight 

homeless youth. 

Roger McDaniel leads Parkersburg’s 

Elevate Outreach Ministry which 

performed and slept out. Roger had 

once been at YSS’s Samaritan House. 

Children’s Home Society of West 

Virginia staff, our partner in Transi-

tional Living work with runaway or 

homeless youth, also raised money 

and spent the night. 

Sleeping out in November in card-

board boxes to draw attention to 

homeless youth-seems like a crazy 

idea. 

On November 4-5, 150 participants 

and 34 volunteers made the first 

Wheeling SleepOut anything but 

crazy, in an event sponsored through 

YSS’ s Safe Place program. 

Fourteen dwellings made of card-

board appeared on the James LaRosa 

Soccer Field at Wheeling Jesuit Uni-

versity. They ranged from the West 

Liberty University social work stu-

dents’ effort to use found objects and 

create an authentic street dwelling, to 

Gumby’s castle with 8 foot towers, 

and Bethany’s cardboard cabin with 

cardboard furniture. Teams from Girl 

Scout Troop 3019 and youth from 

Christ United Methodist Church 

Teams led by Dr. Joe Viglietta, the 

18th Street Center, YSS’s Board of 

Directors all raised money to assist 

homeless youth as well. 

Patrick Maxwell from Wheeling 

Jesuit University; Missy Nash from 

West Virginia Northern Community 

College, and Katie Hughes from 

West Liberty University were the top 

individual fundraisers for the cause. 

Crazy, yes, but watch for the next 

Wheeling SleepOut ! 

Phone: 304-233-9627 

 1-800-977-8918 

Fax: 304-233-0056 

 

Youth Services System, Inc. 

POB 6041 

87 15th Street 

Wheeling, WV 26003-0717 

 

 

First Wheeling SleepOut a success 
Inspiring Success for Young People 

We’re on the Web 

www.youthservicessystem.org 

 

Kelly Davis (l) and Holly Fox 

In their prize winning box. 

Deliver to Current Resident 


