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BEAST OF THE 
EAST GETS GOING

WIN A $25 
GIFT CARD!

Have a happy Fourth of July!

Helping Hands From
Both Near And Far

Reactions 
Mixed To 
City’s Plan

By ERIC AYRES
Staff Writer

WHEELING — The proposed creation 
of a homeless liaison position in the city of 
Wheeling has exposed differences in opin-
ions among Wheeling City Council mem-
bers who will soon vote on the measure, as 
well as among officials representing local 
agencies that help the area’s homeless.

While city officials all seem to be com-
mitted to helping solve the growing issue 
of homelessness in Wheeling, a consen-
sus is yet to be reached on the best way 
the city can most effectively become more 
involved. A number of leaders from local 
agencies seem to welcome the city offi-
cials’ willingness to step up to the plate, 
but no one expects a homeless liaison from 
the city to knock it out of the park on the 
first swing.

And not everyone is on board with hav-
ing a new city employee — somehow by 
default — automatically become a team 
captain trying to call the plays.

Photos by Scott McCloskey

ABOVE: American Baptist Relief Team member John Vannoy of Ripley, West Virginia, assists with flood cleanup 
efforts in Cameron this week. BELOW: Members of the Southern Baptist Disaster Relief organization are provided 
lunch at Cameron’s Blue & Gold Christian Center this week after a morning of hard work assisting several Cam-
eron homeowners.

Volunteers Crucial In Cameron 
Flood Recovery Operations

By SCOTT McCLOSKEY
Staff Writer

CAMERON — News of the difficulties the city of 
Cameron has faced following damaging floods has 
traveled well beyond the borders of Marshall County. 
People from all over the country have heeded the call 
to help, which Cameron Mayor Greg Galentine said 
has been amazing to see. 

Volunteers from near and far have turned out in 
large response to assist Cameron and its residents fol-
lowing the heavy flooding in different parts of Mar-
shall County early last week. Between 2¼ and 5 inch-
es of rain pelted Marshall County on June 21, flooding 
homes, municipal facilities and school buildings.

Since the waters receded, many local residents have 
pitched in with cleanup efforts. But Galentine said di-
saster relief “mud out” teams from southern West Vir-
ginia, Kentucky, North Carolina and even New York 
have come to Cameron to lend a hand. Galentine said 
the local Baptist church worked to bring in those relief 
teams from around the country.

‘  – Roger Whitehead, Southern Baptist Disaster Relief team leader

We’re just here to serve the Lord and be his hands and feet.”

Not All On Board With 
Homeless Liaison Idea

Ready To Make 
Beautiful Music

By ALAN OLSON
Staff Writer

WHEELING — After a yearlong hiatus, 
the Wheeling Symphony Orchestra is an-
ticipating that this year’s fireworks show 
will be bigger and better than ever, as Ju-
ly’s first weekend event at Heritage Port 
kicks off with a bang.

With American Fireworks Co. ready to 
provide the razzle-dazzle, Wheeling Sym-
phony Orchestra executive director Bryan 
Braunlich said more food trucks, bigger 
fireworks and, hopefully, countless smiling 
faces will be present to celebrate the Fourth 
of July.

“I think the newness factor is that 
we’ve all been away from each other for 
a year, and this is a way for the commu-
nity to explosively ring in the summer,” 
he said. 

In addition to the food and flash, WVU 
Medicine and the Wheeling-Ohio County 
Health Department will be on hand, ready 
to administer doses of the COVID-19 
vaccine. Health Administrator Howard 
Gamble had previously said the aim was 
to reach as many people as possible who 
could not normally find time during normal 
clinic hours to get vaccinated.

Symphony Eager For Show

By STEVEN 
ALLEN ADAMS
For the Sunday 
News-Register

CHARLESTON — Attor-
neys for an 11-year-old Harrison 
County transgender girl doubled 
down on their call for an injunc-
tion of a new law prohibiting 
transgender girls from playing 
girls and women’s sports, while 
the West Virginia Board of Edu-
cation filed a motion for the case 
to be dismissed.

In a filing in the U.S. District 
Court for the Southern District 
of West Virginia on Wednes-
day, attorneys for the transgen-
der girl and her mother, Heather 

Jackson, filed a reply to several 
motions from the state Board of 
Education, the Harrison Coun-
ty Board of Education, and 
the Attorney General’s Office 
arguing against a preliminary 
injunction against House Bill 
3293, relating to transgender 
student participation in inter-
scholastic athletic events.

ACLU-WV attorney Loree 
Stark, one of several attorneys 
representing the transgender 
girl, the U.S. District Judge 
Joseph Goodwin should grant 
the injunction to block the law, 
which takes effect Thursday. 

Hotels Rebound From COVID Lows WVBOE Seeks Dismissal Of 
Transgender Athlete Lawsuit

By NORA EDINGER
For the Sunday 
News-Register

WHEELING — As summer 
hits its vacation and celebration 
peak this weekend, an interest-
ing thing is happening at hotels 
all over Ohio County. Rooms 
are full. Way earlier than even 
the rosiest of post-COVID pro-
jections anticipated.

Why is the Wheeling area re-
covering so rapidly?

Is it more than a year’s worth 
of pent-up cabin fever? Is it a 
resurgence of events, including 
a shockingly full slate of tour-
naments at the new Highlands 
Sports Complex? Is it long-
term promotion paying off — 
again?

File Photo

Oglebay Park’s Wilson Lodge has enjoyed a strong post-
COVID resurgence in the number of people that have stayed 
in its rooms.
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Helping Hands From
Both Near And Far

Reactions 
Mixed To 
City’s Plan

By ERIC AYRES
Staff Writer

WHEELING — The proposed creation 
of a homeless liaison position in the city of 
Wheeling has exposed differences in opin-
ions among Wheeling City Council mem-
bers who will soon vote on the measure, as 
well as among officials representing local 
agencies that help the area’s homeless.

While city officials all seem to be com-
mitted to helping solve the growing issue 
of homelessness in Wheeling, a consen-
sus is yet to be reached on the best way 
the city can most effectively become more 
involved. A number of leaders from local 
agencies seem to welcome the city offi-
cials’ willingness to step up to the plate, 
but no one expects a homeless liaison from 
the city to knock it out of the park on the 
first swing.

And not everyone is on board with hav-
ing a new city employee — somehow by 
default — automatically become a team 
captain trying to call the plays.

Photos by Scott McCloskey

ABOVE: American Baptist Relief Team member John Vannoy of Ripley, West Virginia, assists with flood cleanup 
efforts in Cameron this week. BELOW: Members of the Southern Baptist Disaster Relief organization are provided 
lunch at Cameron’s Blue & Gold Christian Center this week after a morning of hard work assisting several Cam-
eron homeowners.

Volunteers Crucial In Cameron 
Flood Recovery Operations

By SCOTT McCLOSKEY
Staff Writer

CAMERON — News of the difficulties the city of 
Cameron has faced following damaging floods has 
traveled well beyond the borders of Marshall County. 
People from all over the country have heeded the call 
to help, which Cameron Mayor Greg Galentine said 
has been amazing to see. 

Volunteers from near and far have turned out in 
large response to assist Cameron and its residents fol-
lowing the heavy flooding in different parts of Mar-
shall County early last week. Between 2¼ and 5 inch-
es of rain pelted Marshall County on June 21, flooding 
homes, municipal facilities and school buildings.

Since the waters receded, many local residents have 
pitched in with cleanup efforts. But Galentine said di-
saster relief “mud out” teams from southern West Vir-
ginia, Kentucky, North Carolina and even New York 
have come to Cameron to lend a hand. Galentine said 
the local Baptist church worked to bring in those relief 
teams from around the country.

‘  – Roger Whitehead, Southern Baptist Disaster Relief team leader

We’re just here to serve the Lord and be his hands and feet.”

Not All On Board With 
Homeless Liaison Idea

Ready To Make 
Beautiful Music

By ALAN OLSON
Staff Writer

WHEELING — After a yearlong hiatus, 
the Wheeling Symphony Orchestra is an-
ticipating that this year’s fireworks show 
will be bigger and better than ever, as Ju-
ly’s first weekend event at Heritage Port 
kicks off with a bang.

With American Fireworks Co. ready to 
provide the razzle-dazzle, Wheeling Sym-
phony Orchestra executive director Bryan 
Braunlich said more food trucks, bigger 
fireworks and, hopefully, countless smiling 
faces will be present to celebrate the Fourth 
of July.

“I think the newness factor is that 
we’ve all been away from each other for 
a year, and this is a way for the commu-
nity to explosively ring in the summer,” 
he said. 

In addition to the food and flash, WVU 
Medicine and the Wheeling-Ohio County 
Health Department will be on hand, ready 
to administer doses of the COVID-19 
vaccine. Health Administrator Howard 
Gamble had previously said the aim was 
to reach as many people as possible who 
could not normally find time during normal 
clinic hours to get vaccinated.

Symphony Eager For Show

By STEVEN 
ALLEN ADAMS
For the Sunday 
News-Register

CHARLESTON — Attor-
neys for an 11-year-old Harrison 
County transgender girl doubled 
down on their call for an injunc-
tion of a new law prohibiting 
transgender girls from playing 
girls and women’s sports, while 
the West Virginia Board of Edu-
cation filed a motion for the case 
to be dismissed.

In a filing in the U.S. District 
Court for the Southern District 
of West Virginia on Wednes-
day, attorneys for the transgen-
der girl and her mother, Heather 

Jackson, filed a reply to several 
motions from the state Board of 
Education, the Harrison Coun-
ty Board of Education, and 
the Attorney General’s Office 
arguing against a preliminary 
injunction against House Bill 
3293, relating to transgender 
student participation in inter-
scholastic athletic events.

ACLU-WV attorney Loree 
Stark, one of several attorneys 
representing the transgender 
girl, the U.S. District Judge 
Joseph Goodwin should grant 
the injunction to block the law, 
which takes effect Thursday. 

Hotels Rebound From COVID Lows WVBOE Seeks Dismissal Of 
Transgender Athlete Lawsuit

By NORA EDINGER
For the Sunday 
News-Register

WHEELING — As summer 
hits its vacation and celebration 
peak this weekend, an interest-
ing thing is happening at hotels 
all over Ohio County. Rooms 
are full. Way earlier than even 
the rosiest of post-COVID pro-
jections anticipated.

Why is the Wheeling area re-
covering so rapidly?

Is it more than a year’s worth 
of pent-up cabin fever? Is it a 
resurgence of events, including 
a shockingly full slate of tour-
naments at the new Highlands 
Sports Complex? Is it long-
term promotion paying off — 
again?

File Photo

Oglebay Park’s Wilson Lodge has enjoyed a strong post-
COVID resurgence in the number of people that have stayed 
in its rooms.
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